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(57) [Abstract] 

[Object] To search for an optimal route quickly among routes from a 

starting point to a destination including various means of transportation. 

10 [Means] A mobile information device 1 includes a global positioning 

system (GPS) 10, a controller 12, a map database 14, and a 
displaying/operating unit 16. Points to be passed from a starting point to 
a destination and transportation in the respective sections are input using 
the displaying/operating unit 16. Route search is not performed in a 

15 section where public transportation facilities including a train and a bus 
are used for transportation. The route search is performed in a section 
where an automobile is used or where a user walks. 

[0017] When an optimal route from a starting point to a destination is 
20 obtained, a user moves to a point to be passed based on route data 

displayed on the displaying/operating unit 16 and current positional data 
detected by a GPS. With reference to Fig. 3(A), in section (0,1), the user 
drives to a station (1) according to the route data displayed on the 
displaying/operating unit 16. At the station (1), the user then takes a 
25 train to the station (2). Whether the user reaches the station (1) is 



1 




checked by the GPS. While the user moves by train, stops may be 
successively displayed on a mobile information device 1, and a station to 
get off may be displayed in a particular manner. Further, taking into 
consideration the structure of the yard of the station to get off (2) and 
5 user's action after getting off the train, a position to get on the train at the 
station (1) and a position to get off the train at the station (2) may be 
guided. While the user moves by train, these operations of the mobile 
information device may be stopped. When the user reaches the station 
(2), the mobile information device 1 sets a position detected by the GPS 

10 to the position of the station (2). Although the GPS usually has a few 
dozen meters to a few hundred meters of error, the error is eliminated by 
forcibly setting to the position of the station (2). As a result, the 
subsequent guide processing is performed smoothly. Whether the user 
reaches the station (2) is determined by the user's entry. The user 

15 drives an automobile (rental car) from the station (2) to the destination. 
The user is guided to the destination by the route data displayed on the 
displaying/operating unit 16. 

[0018] As described above, according to the present embodiment, route 
search is not performed in a section where public transportation facilities 
20 are utilized. Thus, an optimal route to the destination is searched 

quickly and displayed for the user even in a mobile information device 
with a certain limitation in its processing capacity. 
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